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emancipated for half a century from the state of
colonial dependence in which they stood to Great
Britain ; the number of large fortunes there is small,
and capital is still scarce. Yet no people in the world
has made such rapid progress in trade and manu-
-factures as the Americans : they constitute at the
present day the second maritime nation in the world ;
and although their manufactures have to struggle
with almost insurmountable natural impediments3
they are not prevented from making great and daily
advances. In the United States the greatest under-
takings and speculations are executed without diffi-
culty, because the whole population is engaged in
productive industry, and because the poorest as well
as the most opulent members of the commonwealth
are ready to combine their efforts for these purposes.
The consequence is, that a stranger is constantly
amazed by the immense public works executed by a
^nation which contains, so to speak, no rich men. The
Americans arrived but as yesterday on the territory
which they inhabit, and they have already changed
the whole order of Nature for their OY.TL advantage.
They have joined the Hudson to the Mississippi, and
made the Atlantic Ocean communicate with the Gulf
of Mexico, across a continent of more than five
hundred leagues in extent which separates the two
seas. The longest railroads which have been con-
structed up to the present time are in America. But
what most astonishes me in the United States is not so
much the marvellous grandeur of some undertakings,
as the innumerable multitude of small ones. Almost
all the farmers of the United States combine some
trade with agriculture ; most of them make agricul-
ture itself a trade. It seldom happens that an
American farmer settles for good upon the land which
he occupies : especially in the districts of the far